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God chose the weak things of the world to 
shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of 
this world and the despised things – and the 
things that are not – to nullify the things that 
are. 
1 Corinthians 1:27-28 

 

The Sunday Morning Faces 
 

It’s another Sunday morning. Into the church 
they come for the worship service. And what a 
sorry mess they are. 
 

Don’t misunderstand. On the outside they look 
calm and pleasant enough. But on the inside it’s different. On the inside, each one is carrying bruises and 
wounds and scars. 
 

Right side, third pew from the front. Middle-aged couple. For years, she has longed for her husband to open up 
to her, to let her in. He cannot shake the fear that he has been a disappointment to her. 
 

Left side, second pew from the back. Single man in his twenties. He’s polite, well-mannered. But he feels like 
a hypocrite. His drinking with friends is getting out of hand. It’s led to things that mock the very God he 
claims to worship. He wonders if he’ll end up like his father. 
 

Left side, half-way up. A young family of five. He runs his own garage. She keeps the books. Business has 
been down. The creditors are calling. And the kids are getting sick of Mom and Dad never having any time. 
 

Right side, towards the back. Single mom, two small children. She’s always tired. And she can’t remember the 
last time she was able to listen to an entire sermon. 
 

Left side, front row. Woman in her seventies. It’s been ten years, but the ache from her husband’s death has 
never left her. It still hurts to come to church alone. 
 

Right side, middle pew. A divorced man in his late forties. His daughter seldom calls. And when he thinks 
about all the things he’s left undone, he cannot blame her. 
 

And yet, in this sorry group of broken souls, the Lord Jesus is at work. He is calling them to repentance. He is 
healing them with his forgiveness. He is sweetening their tears. He is quieting their fears. He is refreshing 
them with his promises. 
 

And when they leave this place, this rag-tag band, they will touch the lives of others. And the Word will 
spread. And others will come. 
 

Prayer:  
Dearest Jesus, I am just a broken soul, afraid and alone. But you have rescued me in your blood. You 
have healed me in your gospel. Thank you for the privilege of doing the greatest work there is to do. 
Amen. 
 
This Devotion is brought to you by WELS and www.WhatAboutJesus.com.  You can subscribe to receive 
similar inspiring devotions every day of the week—what a great way to start your day!  
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GET YOUR PROFESSIONAL PHOTO PORTRAIT TAKEN 
AT CHURCH FOR FREE! 

(and help create our new photo directory) 
 

We are working with the Lifetouch company to have a printed 
photo directory created this spring.  We need your help to make 
it a success by getting your picture taken by Lifetouch here at 
church April 3, 4 or 5th.  You can easily sign up online for your 

portrait appointment at our website (www.svlchurch.com) by clicking the button that looks 
like the one here on our website homepage.   
 

Sign up now for the best selection of appointment times! We will also be taking appointments 
onsite at church after services in mid-March.  Lifetouch encourages you to have fun with the 
picture and bring your props like musical instruments, sports gear and pets to your session!   
 

You can bring in extended family too for those multi-generational photos, even if they are not 
members.   Also, you are encouraged to invite your non-member neighbors, friends and rela-
tives to come in, get a picture taken also.   
 

Everyone who gets their picture made gets a free 8 x 10 and members who get their picture 
taken also get a copy of the directory. You can buy extra pictures of course but that is NOT 
required at all.  If you bring a non-perishable food item to your appointment for our food bank 
donation we'll give you $5 off additional pictures.   
 

Volunteers are needed to help sign people up and check people in - volunteers will get dis-
count coupons for photos - see Rick Wilking, C.A.. 
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